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80 per cent of the students taking higher education receive
grants sufficient to enable them to live without being a charge on
their parents. Should the student be married and have children,
a common event, he receives an extra allowance for his children
for the period of his study. At the present time the children of the
several million disfranchised (the population of the U.S.S.R. is
170 millions)—kulaks, former officers in the Tsar's bodyguard,
priests, etc.—are deprived of higher education. But this is
already causing some heart-burning among Soviet youth. An
article in Komsomolskaya Pravda, the organ of the Communist
League of Youth, debated this subject and came out boldly on
the side of the non-responsibility of children for their parents.
In an atheist country, children should not suffer for the sins of
their parents. The actual solution to this problem lies in the
further provision of higher educational facilities. I imagine that
gradually, as economic conditions improve and higher educa-
tional institutions increase over the whole Union, the question of
origin will cease to have any bearing.1
This completely free and subsidised education cannot be
compared with the scholarship system in our own country.
Our system only enables a small percentage of the workers'
children to benefit by higher education, and, generally having
received higher education by means of scholarships, they cease
to belong to the working class, which is in this way robbed of
its best brains. In the U.S.S.R., whatever academic honours a
man may achieve, however high his attainments, he still remains
a member of the worker class. Thus, not merely the individual,
but the whole class is raised. This may partly explain the in-
telligent interest that everyone takes in education. I found it
1 On December 29th, 1935, a decree issued by the Central Executive Committee
and the Council of People's Commissars of the U.S.S.R., signed by Kalinin,
Molotov, and Akylov, decrees that the regulation which excludes the children of
certain classes of bourgeois parents, and of the disfranchised, from higher educa-
tion shall be abolished, as there is no longer any need for such discrimination.
Henceforth all those who pass the entrance examination to higher educational
institutions are to be admitted irrespective of social origin or position of parents.
T&e Higher Technical Education Committee and other commissariats concerned
wr£h higher education are to take immediate steps to put the new regulation into
practice.

